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Introduction  

Reading is a complex cognitive process that involves the decoding and interpretation of written language. Over the 

years, researchers have proposed various models to understand how individuals acquire reading skills. One 

prominent perspective suggests that reading acquisition involves multiple parallel pathways, including phonetic 

interpretation and morpho-orthographic disassembly [1,2]. This short communication explores these pathways and 

their significance in the process of reading acquisition. 

Phonetic Interpretation 

Phonetic interpretation refers to the ability to convert written symbols into corresponding sounds. This process relies 

on phonemic awareness, which involves recognizing and manipulating individual phonemes, the smallest units of 

sound in language [3]. For example, when encountering the word "cat," skilled readers can effortlessly map the 

letters 'c,' 'a,' and 't' to their respective phonemes /k/, /æ/, and /t/, leading to the correct pronunciation of the word. 

Morpho-orthographic disassembly 

In contrast, morpho-orthographic disassembly involves the recognition and analysis of morphemes and orthographic 

patterns within words. Morphemes are the smallest meaningful units of language, such as prefixes, suffixes, and root 

words [4]. Orthographic patterns refer to recurring letter combinations or spelling rules that govern the structure of 
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words. For instance, in the word "unhappiness," skilled readers can break down the word into morphemes (un- + 

happy + -ness) and recognize the orthographic pattern of adding the suffix "-ness" to form a noun [5]. 

Parallel pathways in reading acquisition 

Research suggests that both phonetic interpretation and morpho-orthographic disassembly play crucial roles in 

reading acquisition. While phonetic interpretation facilitates the decoding of unfamiliar words and enhances fluency, 

morpho-orthographic disassembly contributes to vocabulary expansion, comprehension, and word recognition 

efficiency. Moreover, these pathways are not mutually exclusive but interact dynamically during the reading process 

[6,7]. 

Implications for reading instruction 

Understanding the parallel pathways of phonetic interpretation and morpho-orthographic disassembly has important 

implications for reading instruction. Educators can design instructional strategies that target both pathways to 

support students' reading development comprehensively. For example, explicit phonics instruction can help students 

master letter-sound correspondences and phonemic awareness, while morphological awareness activities can 

enhance students' ability to identify and analyze morphemes in words. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the process of reading acquisition involves parallel pathways of phonetic interpretation and morpho-

orthographic disassembly. These pathways work synergistically to enable individuals to decode, understand, and 

derive meaning from written text. By recognizing the significance of both pathways, educators can implement 

effective instructional practices to support students' reading development and foster literacy skills essential for 

academic success and lifelong learning [8].  
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